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which If I had not stood by him, he could never
have got over: I had hanged a hundred and fifty
honest rogues to save him; every one of which, if
I had not helped him to be too cunning for them,
and stopt their mouths till it was too late to open
them, could have hanged him and saved themselves;
but he was come to such a pitch at last, and pushed
his fate so far, that not I, no, not the Devil himself,
could save him.

The like plea the Devil made for himself, no
doubt, in the case of his French favourite Cartouch;
had he thought fit, after a thousand audacious vil-
lanies successfully committed, and an infinite stock
of treasure amassed, (for he was grown rich by the
trade,) had he thought fit to have left Paris, and
marched off, either out of the kingdom, or at least
out of the city where he was so well known, and so
diligently pursued, I had carried him safe off. But
he was obstinately and inconsiderately bold; and
the Devil is not bound to save those that resolve
they will be hanged. Nay, if I am not misinformed,
the Devil himself told him he would be taken if he
stayed in Paris; and added, that the search after
him was so hot, and such rewards promised, and he
so well known, that if he, Satan himself, was so per-
fectly described, and so hotly pursued, he should
certainly be discovered. Though by the way, I
would have you take that part only ad referendum,
as the men of business call it.

Now it is an unreasonable thing that men should
make a bargain with either man or devil for more
than they are able to perform, and then pretend to
blame them for non-performance; and therefore a
certain noble lord, now in exile, (whom they charge
with contracting with. Satan for some particular, in
favour of his late Dumblane enterprise, and which
the Devil has, it seems, failed him in,) ought not,, as